
Print me, colour me and share me!



A BIT OF HISTORY: 
Compost Kids was launched 
in 2010 at The Market 
Hall in Shrewsbury by 
Sam Pooley-Stride.  Fun 
classes with a basis in 
history of Art for children 
of all ages, the ideas 
was that art concepts, 
however complicated 
could be interpreted by 
kids and that they could 
learn to create without 
patronising them. Compost 
Kids ran for an amazing 
six years Sam and Daisy, 
her daughter took art to 
birthday parties, events 
and festivals around 
Shropshire. Daisy went on 
to do her degree in fine art 
at Falmouth School of Art 
and is currently studying 
her masters and Sam has 
continued with her own 
practice as a painter.  

ABOUT NOW: We are 
delighted to introduce 
you to Compost Kids 
Resurrected a series of 
Art Plans for you to 
follow at home. 

During these strange times 
being creative is a really 
helpful way of expressing 
ourselves. For creative 
people and kids, this is a 
given, however it has been 
pointed out to us that 
many parents find arts 
and crafts very hard 
work and not enjoyable!! I 
really hope our ideas will 
help make things a little 

easier! 

HOW IT WORKS: We have 
created a set of five 
plans for each subject. 
All can be done in one way 
or another by people aged 
3 – 100. PLEASE NOTE: Art is 
all about interpretation, 
it is the process that is 
important and not the 
product, we are not 
looking for perfect but 
enjoying the experience 
of creation. Basically, 
some people like colouring 
in the lines, others don’t 
– neither are wrong 
and everyone is RIGHT at 
Compost Kids. 

A NOTE ABOUT 
MATERIALS: Compost Kids 
was always about making 
things with what you have 
to hand! So keep those loo 
rolls, a couple of amazon 
boxes, an egg box and 
any plastic tubs – not so 
your house looks like a 
recycling depot just so 
you have a few things to 
play with. Some basics, 
sellotape, glue stick, pva 
glue, some paints, pencils, 
felt tip pens, white paper, 
white card are great. 
Our plans are just guides 
and ideas though so if you 
don’t have a particular 
material there is 
something very enjoyable 
about problem solving and 
coming up with your own 

version. 

A NOTE FOR LITTLE 
PEOPLE:  If you are 
working with little ones 
they can need more help, 
so we have given you hints 
at things they can do on 
their own and things that 
might need you. Look out 
for the rainbow splodge - 
these are the bits you can 
set your kids up to do and 
gives you a little peace, 
for you to at least get a 
cuppa and or a glass of 

wine!

Please share your 
makes with us, the 
best bit about this 
journey is going to 
be seeing how you 
all get on. You can 
email anything to 
Sam@pswecreate.
co.uk or send it to 
our face book page @
CompostKidsart 

NOW LETS GET THIS 
PARTY STARTED! 

WELCOME TO COMPOST KIDS ART PLANS!



COCO
DAVEZ



Valeria Palmeiro is 
best known as artist 
Coco Davez, she lives 
in Madrid where she 
works as a self-
taught Painter and Art 
Director. 

She started her career as 
an illustrator and now 
sells her work all over 
the world, her creative 
collaborations have 
been with brands such 
as Vogue, Chanel, Dior, 
Mini, Puma and many more. 
Amongst these projects 
she was commissioned by 
Netflix to create artwork 
for the hit series Stranger 
Things.

She is most famous for her 
series of painting ‘Faceless’. 
Like Mr Brainwash and Andy 
Warhol, Davez looks at 
society’s obsession with 
icons. Her subjects range 
from famous film stars, 
musicians, artists and 
cartoon characters. Each 
portrait is minimalised 
to their basic forms, 
abstracting the painting 
to just show the subjects 
most famous features. 
She paints these in her 
signature palette of bright 
colours. 

Often described as 
creating ‘art of the digital 
age’ she stumbled across 
her style by accident. “it’s 
funny – I was painting a 
portrait of Patti Smith 
and the result was 
horrible. In my frustration 
I erased her face with the 
leftover cadmium red I 
had. Suddenly, I saw her. 
Although I couldn’t see her 
face. I could see Patti. It 
was a lucky mistake”. 

https://maddoxgallery.com/
artists/coco-davez/
https://www.cocodavez.
com
https://www.instagram.

com/cocodavez/

COCO DAVEZ



“Ask yourself “Ask yourself 
if what you’re if what you’re 

doing today doing today 
will take you will take you 

where you want where you want 
to be tomorrow to be tomorrow 

- I Try to - I Try to 
remember that remember that 

every day”every day”

COCO DAVEZ



Make 1
Colour in these famous 
artists

COCO DAVEZ

ON THE NEXT  
PAGES YOU’LL FIND 
THE PORTRAITS OF 
FAMOUS ARTISTS, 
COLOUR THEM IN 
AND GUESS WHO 
THEY ARE!







Make 2
SELF PORTRAITS

what you need

Pencil 
White Paper 
Black pen (felt tip, 
sharpie, or fine liner)  
A range of colourful 
paper or card (make 
sure one of the 
colours is black)
Glue 
Scissors 

1. Draw a picture 
of yourself using 
a pencil (have a 
look at yourself in 
the mirror or use a 
photograph OR print 
out a picture of 
yourself.

2. Using a black pen 
draw black lines to 
define the different 
shapes of your 
face, hair, neck and 
accessories.

3. Cut out all the 
pieces and place 
each shape on the 

colour paper, trace 
around the shapes 
and cut out again.

4. Stick down in 
order.

5. Don’t forget that 
Coco Davez uses 
black as shadow 
under the chin so 
you might want to 
add this after. 
paper. 

NOTE: Obviously this 
technique can be used 
to create anyones face 
not just your own. 

Steps

COCO DAVEZ

FOR THE LITTLE ONES: Keep 
it simple, get them to draw 
straight onto the colour 
paper, then cut out hair 
and accessories and
stick on.



Make 3
Faceless paintings

what you need

COCO DAVEZ

Steps

FOR THE LITTLE ONES:
Don’t bother with the 
tracing bit just print out 
some famous (cartoon 
characters are great for 
this) and get them to paint 
each area of the face with a 
different colour.

OR 
Put the face in a plastic 
file. Get out the play doh or 
plasticine, use a rolling pin 
and get them to place the 
different colours in each 
area of the face.

1. Find a famous face in a 
magazine or online

2. Print this out or tear out the 
page, you want the face to fill 
an A4 piece of paper. 

3. Trace the outlines of the 
face, hair and accessories using 
the tracing paper and transfer 
onto a canvas, board or thick 
paper.  OR hold the picture up to 
a window and trace the outline 
of the picture on the reverse of 
the paper.

4. Use the black pen to define 
the lines and then paint each 
space with bright
single colours.

Printer or Magazine 
Pencil 
White Paper or card
Tracing Paper or 
greaseproof paper 
Black pen (felt tip, 
sharpie, or fine liner)  
Paints 



Make 4

COASTERS
what you need

Steps

COCO DAVEZ

Coco Davez designed a series of 
packaging for drinks brand Bombay 
Sapphire, we thought it would be fun 
to produce our own version. Have a 
look for them on her website.

Cardboard box 
White card
Glue 
Scissors
Acrylic paint
Wax crayons

Paint pens (optional) 

1. Print out the hexagons we 
have provided – this is one of 
these makes that is better 
printed on card or thick paper.

2. Using the wax crayons draw 
shapes and marks, a lemon 
perhaps or coriander leaves or 
bubbles or stars. You can draw 
across the shapes – each one 
does not have to be exclusive 
to the other, the design going 
off will look cool.

3. Use the Paints to do a wash 
over the top.

4. Use paint pens to add extra 
vibrant marks.

5. Glue the sheet onto thick 
cardboard  from a box and cut 
out the hexagons.

Coco uses a very cool eye in 
a lot of her designs, find the 
round lid of an ice-cream tub 
and paint it in a bold acrylic 
paint colour. Draw or cut out 
our eye and stick it on. You can 
either hang this on your wall as 
a little graphic art or cut down 
the sides, put a magnet on the 
back and put it on the fridge.

Bonus make





Make 5
painted terracotta pots

what you need

COCO DAVEZ

Terracotta Pots 
Acrylic paints 
PVA Glue 

Simply paint the pots with a 
whitewash, then using strong 
bright colours paint with 
marks. 
If you want the paints to last 
it is a good idea to mix some 
PVA glue into the paint. 

FOR THE BIG PEOPLE: Coco Davez’s 
artwork is defined by the bold 
colour palettes she uses. So Why not 
investigate colour. 
Spend some time on apps like Pantone 
Studio or Palettes or just research 
colour using Pinterest which has many 
ways to search and show colour.
Make up your own colour palettes, use 
paint or pencil to really learn what 
colours work together and use them 
to define your own artwork. 

Coco Davez produced a series of 
ceramic vessels which have inspired 
us for our simple last make. you can 
find them on her online shop.

Coco Davez uses simple stars 
and spots and lines, and it is the 
vibrant colours, and the spaces 
in between that make them so 
effective. You can see this in the 
example of the wallpaper she 
designed.


