
Print me, colour me and share me!



A BIT OF HISTORY: Compost 
Kids was launched in 2010 at The 
Market Hall in Shrewsbury by 
Sam Pooley-Stride.  Fun classes 
with a basis in history of Art 
for children of all ages, the 
ideas was that art concepts, 
however complicated could be 
interpreted by kids and that 
they could learn to create 
without patronising them. 
Compost Kids ran for an amazing 
six years Sam and Daisy, her 
daughter took art to birthday 
parties, events and festivals 
around Shropshire. Daisy went 
on to do her degree in fine art 
at Falmouth School of Art 
and is currently studying her 
masters and Sam has continued 
with her own practice as a 
painter.  

ABOUT NOW: We are delighted 
to introduce you to Compost 
Kids Resurrected a series of Art 
Plans for you to follow at home. 

A LITTLE NOTE: During these 
strange times being creative is a 
really helpful way of expressing 
ourselves. For creative people 
and kids, this is a given, 
however it has been pointed out 
to us that many parents find 
arts and crafts very hard work 
and not enjoyable!! I really hope 
our ideas will help make things 
a little easier! 

HOW IT WORKS: We have 
created a set of five plans for 
each subject. All can be done 
in one way or another by people 
aged 3 – 100. PLEASE NOTE: Art is 
all about interpretation, it is 
the process that is important 
and not the product, we are not 
looking for perfect but enjoying 
the experience of creation. 
Basically, some people like 
colouring in the lines, others 
don’t – neither are wrong and 
everyone is RIGHT at Compost 
Kids. 

A NOTE FOR LITTLE PEOPLE:  
If you are working with little 
ones they can need more help, 
so we have given you hints at 
things they can do on their 
own and things that might need 
you. Look out for the rainbow 
splodge - these are the bits you 
can set your kids up to do and 
gives you a little peace, for you 
to at least get a cuppa and or a 
glass of wine!

A NOTE ABOUT MATERIALS: 
Compost Kids was always about 
making shit out of shit! So keep 
those loo rolls, a couple of 
amazon boxes, an egg box and 
any plastic tubs – not so your 
house looks like a recycling 
depot just so you have a few 
things to play with. Some basics, 
sellotape, glue stick, pva glue, 
some paints, pencils, felt tip 
pens, white paper, white card 
are great. 
Our plans are just guides and 
ideas though so if you don’t have 
a particular material there is 
something very enjoyable about 
problem solving and coming up 
with your own version. 

Please share your makes 
with us, the best bit about 
this journey is going to be 
seeing how you all get on. 
You can email anything to 
Sam@pswecreate.co.uk or 
send it to our face book 
page @CompostKidsart 

NOW LETS GET THIS PARTY 
STARTED! 

WELCOME TO COMPOST KIDS ART PLANS!



Yayoi
Kusama



what you need

Yayoi Kusama

Yayoi Kusuma is one of the most famous 
living artist in Japan.  Her early career 
was spent in New York where she hung out 
with artists like Andy Warhol and Joseph 
Cornell. This was a very male dominated 
art world and she carved a name for 
herself as a female artist.
During this period she created her first 
Infinity Mirror Exhibition, a space with 
mirrored walls and hundreds of specks of 
light, she would immerse the audience in 
this room with no end.  Over her artistic 
career she has produced more than 
twenty infinity mirror experiences, this 
May the Tate Modern has been gearing up 
for their year long exhibition The Infinity 
Rooms. 

She is a multi-media artist now living in 
Japan she works in painting, sculpture, 
installation and performance. All of her 
art has one thing in common DOTS. She has 
been known to be called the Princess of 
Dots.

Dots have played a part in all of her life, 
it started when she was little a little girl 
she hallucinated that she was in a field 
of flowers, the dots in the middle of the 
flowers were talking to her. She imagined 
she became one of these dots and it made 
her feel safe. The dots are in everything 
she creates, in the clothes she wears and 
the spaces she lives in. 

IF YOU WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT YAYOI 
KUSAMA, FOLLOW THIS LINK:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=rRZR3nsiIeA

About Kusama

Chopped carrot ends or 
potatoes or cakes
Scissors
A glue Stick or PVA 
glue
A box 
Acrylic Paints
Crayons or felt tip pens 
White Paper or even 
better some card
2 loo rolls 
Dotty stickers 
An egg box
Hole punch 
String
sellotape

REMEMBER! ART IS ALL ABOUT 
INTERPRETATION, IT IS THE 
PROCESS THAT IS IMPORTANT 
AND NOT THE PRODUCT. WE 
ARE NOT LOOKING FOR PERFECT, 
BUT ENJOYING THE EXPERIENCE 
OF CREATION. BASICALLY, SOME 
PEOPLE LIKE COLOURING IN THE 
LINES, OTHERS DON’T; NEITHER IS 
WRONG, EVERYONE IS RIGHT AT 
COMPOST KIDS.

BE YOUR OWN ARTIST!



“My life is a“My life is a
dot lostdot lost
amongamong

thousands thousands 
ofof

other dots”other dots”

Yayoi Kusama



Make 1
Yayoi Kusama

LOO ROLL PORTRAIT

PAINT YOUR LOO ROLL 
WHITE. THIS WILL BE YOUR 
BASE AND MAKE SURE YOUR 
COLOURS ARE SUPER BRIGHT, 
JUST LIKE KUSAMA!

1

OUTLINE HER HAIR, 
DRESS AND FACE.

2

FIND YOUR BRIGHTEST 
COLOURS AND FILL IN 
HER HAIR, LIPS AND 
HER BLACK DRESS.

3

NOW FOR THE 
MOST IMPORTANT 
BIT! ADD THOSE 
POLKA DOTS!

4

LEAVE TO DRY, 
AND WHEN YOU 
COME BACK 
YOU’LL HAVE 
YOUR VERY OWN 
PORTRAIT OF 
YAYOI KUSAMA!

5

ALTHOUGH WE ALWAYS GO FOR PAINTS, 
DON’T WORRY IF YOU DON’T HAVE ANY! USE 
WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO GET COLOURING! 
WHETHER FELT TIPS, PENCILS OR CRAYONS; 
ANYTHING GOES! JUST AIM TO MAKE HER 
AS BRIGHT AS POSSIBLE! YOU CAN EVEN 
USE PAPER TO COVER THE LOO ROLL SO YOU 
STILL HAVE A WHITE BASE.

for the little people: on the back of Make 2 you’ll find 
an illstration to colour, cut and stick on their loo 
roll... something unsupervised so you can go and enjoy 
that glass of wine...



PRINT ME!



Make 2
Yayoi Kusama

PAINTED SPOTTY fruit and 
veg

Choose a piece of fruit 
or vegetable – obvs a 
butternut squash would 
be amazing but we didn’t 
have one of those so we 
raided the fruit bowl and 
found an old apple and 
banana. If you don’t want 
to use an edible product, 
with food at a premium 
this won’t sit well with 
everyone, find some rocks 
or a piece of wood in the 
garden.

1

Paint it white – 
we found some 
old emulsion 
house paint 
which dried 
lovely and flat 
but you can use 
acrylic too. 

2

Let it Dry3

With spotty 
stickers or 
some decent 
felt tips 
(sharpie or 
chalk pens 
work a treat) 
make those 
fruit look 
dotty!

4

for the little people: its not easy painting a 
3D object so this is one you can prep for them 
of an evening – the applying of stickers or 
drawing on the spots can still be a rather 
captivating activity – the three year old we 
did it with took a good 30 minutes of golden 
concentration! 



Make 3
Yayoi Kusama

FLOWERS THAT BLOOM AT 
MIDNIGHT

PAINT YOUR LOO ROLL A 
SUPER BRIGHT COLOUR! 

1
CUT OUT LEAVES 
FROM CARD AND 
PAINT THEM.

2

CUT OUT THE CUPS 
FROM YOUR EGG 
BOX AND PAINT A 
DIFFERENT COLOUR TO 
YOUR LOO ROLL.

3

NOW FOR THE MOST 
IMPORTANT BIT! ADD 
THOSE POLKA DOTS!

5

LEAVE IT ALL TO 
DRY! READY FOR 
ASSEMBLING!

6

NOW FOR THE 
BEST BIT! MAKE 
YOUR SCULPTURE! 
ASSEMBLE 
EVERYTHING WITH 
selloTAPE.
REMEMBER THAT THIS 
ILLUSTRATION IS JUST AN 
EXAMPLE, YOU CAN MAKE 
IT LOOK AS MAD AS YOU 
WANT!

7

AND DON’T FORGET THE 
EYE! DRAW O’UT A SHAPE 
THAT MIGHT RESEMBLE AN 
EYE, COLOUR AND CUT IT 
OUT. REMEBER, YOU CAN MAKE 
AS MANY EYES AND FLOWERS 
AS YOU WANT!

4

for the little people: FLIP OVER 
THE PAGE AND YOU CAN FIND EYE 
AND LEAF SHAPES, PERFECT FOR 
COLOURING IN... AND ANOTHER 
CHANCE FOR A THAT MOMENT OF 
QUIET.





Make 4
Yayoi Kusama

HANGING SPOTTY SQUASH

Choose some very 
bright coloured 
paints and wash the 
entire sheet with the 
paint

1

Let it dry 2

With different size 
carrot tops print 
dots all over the 
painted paper AND 
Let it dry

3

Draw a pumpkin 
shape on each 
page little ones 
can do this too 

4

Cut it out 
*its always 
important for 
little ones to 
do the cutting 
out with an 
adult

5

Hole punch the 
pumpkin shape 
and hang them 
for your very 
own spotty 
installation.

6

for the little people: if you don’t mind mess this is a great 
one to let them get on with especially if you have an 
outside space. It really doesn’t matter how many pieces 
of paper they paint and the inevitable mixing of colours 
can be really fun. Just don’t give them too much paint 
and intervene before it goes on any walls!!! Limit the 
colours to two and choose complimentary ones to avoid 
it looking like a dirty protest!! Pink and red or yellow 
and orange or yellow and green.





Make 5

PUMPKIN INSTALLATION

Yayoi Kusama

Print out your 
pumpkins from the 
next page.

1

Start 
decorating with 
bright colours 
and polka dots.

2

When you have as 
many pumpkins as 
you want for your 
infinity room, start 
cutting them out!

3
Decorate the sides 
of your box. to be 
just like Kusama you 
could use silver card!

4

When your box 
is ready, start 
folding the 
tabs on your 
pumpkins and 
start sticking 
them in!

5

for the little people: Perfect 
for little ones, on the next page 
you can find a print out of all 
pumpkins of many sizes for them 
to colour.

Don’t forget! Please share all 
your creations as you go on our 
facebook page and tag us on 
instagram!



FOLD ALONG THE DOTTED LINE
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COLOUR IN THESE PUMPKINS 
WITH PATTERNS LIKE YAYOI 
KUSAMA’S, CUT THEM OUT 

AND MAKE YOUR OWN 
PUMPKIN ISTALATION IN A 

SHOE BOX!


